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This book is divided into three sec-
tions—“Saori, The Path 1 Followed,
“Guide to Saori Weaving," and “Guide
to Saori Clothes-Making.” The first sec-
tion s a personal account of Misao Jo's
discovery of what she calls the “saori”
style of weaving. Coming from the zen,

word “sai.” meaning possessing individ-
wal dignity and “ori,” meaning to weave,
saori is not just a weaving syle, but a way
of thinking about weaving. In Saori, the
author tells of finding her true self and
how she teaches others to “frec weave.”
In short, saori i frecform, freewheeling
plain weave in which anything goes. Ms.
Jo encourages weavers not to plan but
tather choose yarns and textures that ap-
peal, then put them together intuitively

during the weaving process to produce a
cloth with random colars, textures, and
beats. The point is o
make a piece of cloth
that is personal, hand-
crafted, and never ever
possible o reproduce by
machine

Lenjoyed reading Ms.
Jois stories of her per-
sonal path to discovery.
and her teaching expe-

s

riences. There certainly
is value in creating in-
dividual work, as well as
cloth that comes from
within. Though one can
lean ideas from Misao
Jo's presentation, she
Sceers clear of details,
which is probably her point.

Ifound the second section, “Cuide to
Saori Weaving,” the least helpful. One
hopes that this is not the fist book picked
up by a novice weaver becase there are
‘numerous omissions, errors, and misuse
of standard weaving vocabulary. The

problem could simply be one of transla-
tion, but one wishes the publisher would
have sought an En-
glishespeaking weaving
expert to examine the
manuseript prior to
publication.

‘The third section,
“Guide to Clothes-
Making,” includes par-
tems o simply shaped
garments. While this
section s not original
in nature, litdle has
been published of late:
about loom- or simply
shaped garments. The
ideas shown here are
well presented and use-
ful for new and ex-
perienced weavers alike.

What recommends this boo the most
are Masio Jo's ideas, her individual
approach to handweaving, and the en-
couragement she gives others to express
themselves.
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—Jane Pavick
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